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ou can turn off your poser radar. These guys are the
real deal. Jeff “Skinny” Coloman and Jimmy White def-
initely look the part—greased hair, cuffed jea
tattoos—but the commitment runs far deeper than lool
For instance, both of these guys live in Southern
Orange County, an area best-known for luxurious
munities, Olympic diving champions, and Disneyland. But Jefl
and Jimmy live in a grittier portion of OC, where suburban
garages house air compressors and grinding wheels, not surf
boards and Range Rovers. Jeff's garage, in fact, is so full of cool
old hot rodding stuff—a story elf we'll do someday—that he
does most of his work in friends’ garages.

THE FIVE-WINDOW

When Jimmy bought his Model A from Royal Foust in
Riverside, California, it almost looked like a totally different
car. Back in the mid-"9 was black with red flames and had
whitewalls on all four corners. The Hemi was in there, but it
was fitted with two Strombergs and block-hugging exhaust
manifolds. Since then the car’s look has evolved as Jimmy
waorked on it. The two twos became four, and now there are six
rebuilt Strombergs on a Weiand Drag Star manifold: The
block-huggers have been replaced by headers Jimmy made,
and a set of zoomies hangs in the garage for those times he can
run wide-open.
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ates the original valves. Behind the Hemi is a McLeod clutch
and an ear n Borg-Warner T-10 transmission that
ar Chevy rearend via a custom driveshaft

sits on a "37-'41 Ford chassis that's been
narrowed, shorten ked up in the rear, and boxed. The
straight axle is of the snme vintage as the chassis. Out back, the
split-wishbone suspension that was under the car when Jimmy
bought it has been replaced by So-Cal Speed Shop hairpins,
since the old 2 : n a bind,” Jimmy says.
Traction aids? we ask, “Slicks,” Jimmy answers. The 8-inch
Hurst shicks run on '49 v steelies, and the skinny Goodyear
Speed Grips up front are mounted on Halibrand spindle-moont
wheels,

THE PICKUP

Jeff found his ‘31 truck—or at least, the bed, body, and
frame—in Riverside, California. “After I bought it it just sat for
two months,” Jeff tells us, “I was overwhelmed by all the work
to be done.” But then one day, the bug finally bit him, and he
thrashed on the truck non-stop for four months. He did just
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(Clackwise from top) * The Hemi-fied
five-window as it sits today. Jimmy
fogged on fresh gray primer—thanks fo
Pep Boys rattle cans—so the car'd look
clean for the photos. * When Jimmy
bought his five-window in the mid-"90s
it was black with red flames. There were
whitewalls at cach corner, and the Hemi
sprovted only two twos. * The 331-inch
Hemi was punched out to 354 inches.
Inside the massive block is o Top Fuel
Sig-Erson com that Clay Smith reground
for a little mare civility on the street, »
Yes, those are honest-to-God spindle-
mount Halibrands on the front runners.
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(Clockwise from top) * Here’s how the
‘31 Model A pickup looks today:
chopped, channeled, lowered, in black
with red flames.* A local high-school stu-
dent took this phato of Jeff and his truck
early in the buildup process. “Man, look
how dirty | was,” he pointed out. “] was
sleepin’ on the garage floor, workin®
nonstop.” Four nonstop months later, the
truck was done. * Coxy in there, huh,
Jeff? + The heavily-messaged small-
block sports four Strombergs on a
Man-a-fre intake manifold, ported ond
polished heads, and headers originally
made for an Anglia drag recer,
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